
Honor’s Biology Summer Assignment 
BILL--The Biology Interactive Learning Log 
If you have any Questions or Concerns please email: carlislesciencehodge@gmail.com 

You will be spending a lot of time with something called BILL.  In our Honor’s Biology course, students keep an interactive 
student notebook (ISN), where you will document your learning and interact with course content.  Our ISN is called a 
Biology Interactive Learning Log, and we will use it daily.   
 
On any given day, we could be doing one of the following things in our notebook: 

 Solving practice problems  
 Interpreting graphs or diagrams 

 Creating graphic organizers or concept maps about biology content 

 Writing practice free response questions 

 Taking Cornell notes 

The activities we will do in our BILL are meant to allow you to interact with the biology content of our class in various 
ways.  The more ways you interact with biological concepts, the more likely you will be able to apply them to new 
situations, whether it is a test or a lab investigation.   
 
To create your BILL, you will need a plastic covered spiral-bound notebook.  The plastic covered notebooks (Five-Star for 
example) are much more durable and hold up better throughout the year.  This is important because by the end of the 
year, you will have a homemade study guide to review for the final exam.   
 
You will need to decorate the cover of your BILL with a collage of some sort that represents you.  I recommend that you 
cover the front of your notebook with clear packing tape once you have completed the cover to add durability, but also 
to protect the collage you make. THIS WILL BE CHECKED FOR A GRADE ON THE FIRST DAY OF CLASS (8/24/16). 
 
We will go over how to set up the inside of the BILL in class on the second day of class so be sure you have your notebook 
with you in class so that you can get it set up.  
 
It is important that you keep up with your BILL on a daily basis, since this learning log is the physical representation of 
your processing of course concepts.  We will use this notebook in class on a daily basis to catalog all the learning that you 
do both inside and outside the classroom, so it is important that you have it with you each day.  Below is a collage that 
illustrates a little bit about what a BILL is, and how it might appear. 
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Tips to make your interactive learning log work for you 
 
Use these tips to help you make the most of this notebook as a study and learning tool. 

 Use color (THIS IS MANDATORY):  Color-coding key phrases and terms is one way to make sure that they 
stick in your mind. For example, if there are unfamiliar terms/phrases you come across in your reading or 
viewing of videos, you might write them down in red ink.  If there are questions you have about 
something you’ve seen/read, highlight them in yellow so that when you come to class the next day, you 
can remember to ask about them 

 Don’t tear any pages out:  You want to keep the entire notebook intact.  Ideally, this notebook will be 
your study guide for in-class tests as well as the AP exam in May.  We will do some sort of interactive 
activity in your notebook nearly every day. 

 Create pockets for items such as flash cards or handouts that do not fit easily into the notebook: 
Sometimes I will have you make flashcards or give you a handout that does not readily fit into the 
notebook.  Use a half-sheet of paper or a 5x8 index card and some tape to create a pocket for these things 
to fit into. 

 Write down questions you have about things you do not understand:  Do this, and highlight them in a 
certain color so that you can ask about them in class the next  

 Tab off sections by unit of study:  This will help you keep your materials organized in a way that makes 
sense.  I have an example of a BILL like this for you to look at. 

 Keep it neat and organized!:  If your BILL isn’t neat and organized, you will find it difficult to use this 
notebook as a study tool. 

 


